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Section 3—Student Effort and Educational Progress

Educational Attainment

Indicator 27

In 2006, some 86 percent of 25- to 29-year-olds had received a high school diploma or
equivalency certificate. This rate has remained between 85 and 88 percent over the last

30 years.

In 2006, some 86 percent of all 25- to 29-year-
olds had received a high school diploma or
equivalency certificate (see supplemental table
27-1). Although this percentage increased 7 per-
centage points between 1971 and 1976, the high
school completion rate has remained between 85
and 88 percent over the last 30 years.

In 1971, a lower percentage of Blacks than
Whites completed high school (59 vs. 82 percent).
Although the gap between Blacks and Whites
decreased 15 percentage points between 1971 and
1982, the gap has been between 4 and 10 percent-
age points since 1982. In 2006, the high school
completion rate for Blacks was still below that
of Whites (86 vs. 93 percent). The high school
completion rate for Hispanics increased between
1971 and 2006 (48 vs. 63 percent). Unlike the
gap between Blacks and Whites, the gap between
Hispanics and Whites did not change measurably
between 1971 and 2006.

The rate at which 25- to 29-year-olds completed
at least some college education increased from 34
to 58 percent between 1971 and 2006 (see supple-
mental table 27-2). However, increases in the rate

were not consistent throughout the entire period.
The rate increased during the 1970s, leveled off
during the 1980s, and increased in the early and
mid-1990s. Since the mid-1990s, the rate has lev-
eled off again. For each racial/ethnic group, the
percentage completing at least some college was
higher in 2006 than in 1971. However, the rate of
increase was less for Hispanics than for Whites or
Blacks. In 2006, about 66 percent of White 25- to
29-year-olds had completed at least some college,
compared with 50 percent of their Black peers
and 32 percent of their Hispanic peers.

In most years, the rate for completing a bachelor’s
degree or higher was roughly half the rate for
completing at least some college. Between 1971
and 1996, the percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds
who had completed a bachelor’s degree or higher
increased from 17 to 27 percent (see supplemental
table 27-3). Although this represents an increase
of 10 percentage points, the rate has remained
between 27 and 29 percent since 1996. While the
percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds with a bachelor’s
degree or higher increased for all three racial/ethnic
groups, the gaps between Whites and their Black
and Hispanic peers widened during this period.

HIGH SCHOOL: Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who completed high school, by race/ethnicity: March 1971-2006
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"Included in the totals but not shown separately
are estimates for those from other racial/ethnic
categories.

NOTE: Prior to 1992, high school completers
referred to those who completed 12 years of
schooling, and some college meant completing 1
or more years of college; beginning in 1992, high
school completers referred to those who received
a high school diploma or equivalency certificate,
and some college meant completing any college
atall.In 1994, the survey instrument for the Cur-
rent Population Survey (CPS) was changed and
weights were adjusted. See supplemental note 2
for further discussion.Some estimates are revised
from previous publications. Race categories
exclude persons of Hispanic ethnicity.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census
Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), March
and Annual Social and Economic Supplement,

1971-2006.
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Supplemental Tables 27-1,
27-2,27-3
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Indicator 27—Continued Section 3—Student Effort and Educational Progress

SOME COLLEGE: Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who completed at least some college, by race/ethnicity: March
1971-2006
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BACHELOR’S DEGREE OR HIGHER: Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds with a bachelor’s degree or higher, by race/ethnicity:
March 1971-2006
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Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables Indicator 27

Educational Attainment

Table27-1.  Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who completed high school, by race/ethnicity and sex: March 1971-2006

Total’ White Black Hispanic
Year Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male  Female
1971 77.7 79.0 76.5 81.7 83.0 80.5 58.7 56.7 60.5 48.3 51.4 45.8
1972 79.8 80.5 79.2 83.4 84.1 82.7 64.1 61.7 66.0 47.5 47.0 48.0
1973 80.2 80.6 79.8 84.1 84.2 83.9 64.1 63.2 64.9 523 54.2 50.6
1974 81.9 83.1 80.8 85.5 86.0 85.0 68.3 71.5 65.8 54.1 55.8 525
1975 83.1 84.5 81.8 86.6 88.0 85.2 71.1 723 70.1 53.1 52.2 53.9
1976 84.7 86.0 83.5 87.7 89.0 86.4 74.0 72.8 74.9 58.1 57.7 58.4
1977 85.4 86.6 84.2 88.6 89.2 88.0 74.5 77.5 72.0 58.1 61.9 54.6
1978 85.3 86.0 84.6 88.5 88.8 88.2 77.4 78.7 76.3 56.6 58.5 54.7
1979 85.6 86.3 84.9 89.2 89.8 88.5 74.7 73.9 753 57.1 55.5 58.5
1980 85.4 85.4 85.5 89.2 89.1 89.2 76.7 74.7 783 58.0 57.0 58.9
1981 86.3 86.5 86.1 89.8 89.7 89.9 77.6 78.8 76.6 59.8 59.1 60.4
1982 86.2 86.3 86.1 89.1 89.1 89.1 81.0 80.5 81.5 60.9 60.7 61.2
1983 86.0 86.0 86.0 89.3 89.3 89.3 79.5 79.0 79.9 58.3 57.8 58.9
1984 85.9 85.6 86.3 89.4 89.4 89.4 79.0 75.9 81.7 58.6 56.8 60.2
1985 86.1 85.9 86.4 89.5 89.2 89.9 80.5 80.6 80.5 60.9 58.6 63.1
1986 86.1 85.9 86.4 89.6 88.8 90.4 83.5 86.4 81.0 59.1 58.2 60.0
1987 86.0 85.5 86.4 89.4 88.9 90.0 83.4 84.5 825 59.8 58.6 61.0
1988 85.9 84.7 87.0 89.7 88.4 90.9 80.9 80.8 80.9 62.3 59.9 64.9
1989 85.5 84.4 86.5 89.3 88.2 90.4 823 80.5 83.8 61.0 61.0 61.0
1990 85.7 84.4 87.0 90.1 88.6 91.7 81.7 81.4 82.0 58.2 56.6 59.9
1991 85.4 84.9 85.8 89.8 89.2 90.4 81.8 83.6 80.1 56.7 56.4 57.1
1992 86.3 86.1 86.5 90.7 90.2 91.1 80.9 82.7 79.3 60.9 61.1 60.6
1993 86.7 86.0 87.4 91.2 90.6 91.8 82.6 84.8 80.8 60.9 58.3 64.0
1994 86.1 84.5 87.6 91.1 90.0 923 84.1 82.7 85.3 60.3 58.0 63.0
1995 86.8 86.3 87.4 92.5 92.0 93.0 86.7 88.4 85.3 57.1 55.7 58.7
1996 87.3 86.5 88.1 92.6 92.0 93.1 86.0 87.9 84.5 61.1 59.7 62.9
1997 87.4 85.8 88.9 92.9 91.7 94.0 86.9 85.8 87.8 61.8 59.2 64.9
1998 88.1 86.6 89.6 93.6 92.5 94.6 88.2 88.4 88.1 62.8 59.9 66.3
1999 87.8 86.1 89.5 93.0 91.9 94.1 88.7 88.2 89.2 61.6 57.4 66.0
2000 88.1 86.7 89.4 94.0 92.9 95.2 86.8 87.6 86.2 62.8 59.2 66.4
2001 87.7 86.9 88.6 933 93.0 93.6 87.0 87.5 86.7 63.2 59.4 67.2
2002 86.4 84.7 88.1 93.0 92.1 93.8 87.6 85.8 88.9 62.4 60.2 65.0
2003 86.5 84.9 88.2 93.7 92.8 94.5 88.5 87.4 89.4 61.7 59.6 64.2
2004 86.6 85.2 88.0 933 92.1 94.5 88.7 91.2 86.6 62.4 60.1 65.2
2005 86.1 84.9 87.3 92.8 91.8 93.8 86.9 86.6 87.3 63.3 63.2 63.3
2006 86.4 84.4 88.5 93.4 923 94.6 86.3 84.2 88.0 63.2 60.5 66.6

'Included in the totals but not shown separately are estimates for those from other racial/ethnic categories.

NOTE: Prior to 1992, high school completers referred to those who completed 12 years of schooling; beginning in 1992, the term referred to those who received a high school diploma or equivalency certificate. In 1994, the
survey instrument for the Current Population Survey (CPS) was changed and weights were adjusted. See supplemental note 2 for further discussion. Some estimates are revised from previous publications. Race categories
exclude persons of Hispanic ethnicity.

SOURCE:U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), March and Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 1971-2006.
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Indicator 27 Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables

Educational Attainment

Table27-2.  Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who completed at least some college, by race/ethnicity and sex: March 1971-2006

Total’ White Black Hispanic

Year Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
1971 339 38.5 29.4 36.7 41.7 31.8 18.1 16.5 19.5 14.7 19.7 10.5!
1972 36.0 40.9 313 38.6 44.0 333 21.4 19.6 22.8 15.3 17.4 13.5

1973 36.3 414 314 39.2 44.6 337 21.5 21.2 21.8 16.6 21.4 124
1974 40.1 44.7 35.6 43.1 47.8 384 24.2 26.4 224 213 24.7 18.2
1975 41.6 47.4 36.0 443 50.4 383 27.5 29.7 25.8 21.8 26.3 17.6
1976 441 50.1 384 47.2 535 41.0 27.5 29.5 259 21.1 24.4 18.3

1977 455 50.3 40.8 48.6 53.4 43.7 31.1 343 28.5 238 26.5 21.5

1978 46.4 51.0 419 49.5 54.6 444 34.7 357 339 24.7 27.6 22.0
1979 46.3 49.8 429 49.6 533 459 31.2 30.2 32.0 25.1 28.2 223

1980 44.7 47.6 419 48.0 51.1 44.9 324 326 323 23.2 259 20.5

1981 43.2 45.6 40.9 46.0 48.5 435 33.0 339 323 23.6 24.6 22.7
1982 43.0 44.5 41.6 45.1 46.6 43.7 37.1 38.1 36.3 24.1 24.6 23.7
1983 435 44.8 42.2 46.1 47.7 444 33.0 33.2 329 25.0 23.8 26.3

1984 43.0 43.6 42.5 45.6 46.2 45.0 329 315 34.1 26.7 27.0 26.4
1985 43.7 44.2 433 46.4 46.8 46.0 34.4 34.2 34.5 26.9 26.9 27.0
1986 44.0 441 43.8 46.8 46.9 46.8 36.3 359 36.6 253 24.9 258
1987 43.6 43.1 44.0 46.0 45.7 46.2 359 324 38.8 26.7 27.1 26.2
1988 43.6 43.7 43.6 46.4 46.4 46.5 333 34.7 32.1 28.0 26.5 29.6
1989 43.8 439 43.7 47.2 47.1 47.2 34.6 34.0 35.1 27.0 27.3 26.7
1990 44.5 43.7 453 48.3 47.3 49.3 36.1 35.0 36.9 234 229 239
1991 453 444 46.2 49.3 48.8 49.9 353 32.0 38.2 239 23.1 24.8
1992 48.9 48.2 49.6 533 52.6 53.9 36.2 34.9 37.2 28.5 27.2 30.1

1993 51.0 49.5 525 55.6 54.7 56.6 40.0 37.0 42.5 29.7 26.9 33.1

1994 52.1 49.8 54.3 57.1 54.9 59.3 41.8 40.3 43.0 31.0 28.0 34.6
1995 54.1 523 55.8 59.8 57.5 62.1 45.1 453 44.8 28.7 26.7 30.9
1996 56.5 54.5 58.5 62.0 60.3 63.7 48.1 47.9 48.3 31.1 28.1 35.0
1997 57.1 54.9 59.4 63.3 61.3 65.3 46.6 43.0 49.6 333 30.7 36.4
1998 57.8 54.6 61.0 64.1 61.3 66.9 49.9 46.8 52.6 325 29.3 36.3
1999 58.0 54.7 61.3 63.9 60.7 67.0 513 459 55.5 31.2 27.4 35.0
2000 58.3 55.1 61.5 64.1 60.5 67.7 52.7 50.4 54.6 328 29.0 36.6
2001 58.4 54.4 62.5 64.8 60.5 69.1 50.5 46.7 53.6 322 28.2 36.4
2002 58.0 54.5 61.6 65.8 62.0 69.5 53.4 51.8 54.6 30.9 28.3 34.1

2003 57.4 53.8 61.1 65.5 61.9 69.2 51.2 49.6 525 31.1 27.9 34.9
2004 57.3 53.4 61.3 64.7 60.8 68.6 51.9 49.3 54.0 323 27.9 37.7
2005 56.7 52.1 61.4 64.3 59.7 68.9 49.0 419 55.1 328 31.8 34.0
2006 57.8 533 62.4 66.3 62.1 70.4 49.9 44.8 54.3 317 28.3 359

I Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).

"Included in the totals but not shown separately are estimates for those from other racial/ethnic categories.

NOTE: Some college also includes those with a bachelor's degree or higher. Prior to 1992, some college referred to those who completed 1 or more years of college; beginning in 1992, the term referred to those who com-
pleted any college at all. In 1994, the survey instrument for the Current Population Survey (CPS) was changed and weights were adjusted. See supplemental note 2. Some estimates are revised from previous publications.
Race categories exclude persons of Hispanic ethnicity.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), March and Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 1971-2006.
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Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables Indicator 27

Educational Attainment

Table27-3.  Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds with a bachelor’s degree or higher, by race/ethnicity and sex: March 1971-2006

Total' White Black Hispanic

Year Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
1971 171 20.4 13.8 189 224 154 6.7 6.9 6.6 5.1! 8.0! 2.6!
1972 19.0 22.0 16.0 20.8 241 17.5 8.4 7.2 9.4 3.7! 4.5! 3.1!
1973 19.0 21.6 16.4 20.8 238 17.9 8.1 7.2 9.0 5.7 6.7! 4.8!
1974 20.7 239 17.6 23.2 26.7 19.7 7.9 8.7 7.2 5.5 4.9! 6.0!
1975 21.9 25.2 18.7 238 27.3 20.2 10.5 11.1 10.0 8.8 104 7.3

1976 23.7 27.5 20.1 25.7 29.8 21.6 13.0 12.0 139 7.3 10.3 4.7!
1977 24.0 27.0 211 26.4 29.7 23.1 12,6 12.8 12.5 6.7 7.1 6.3

1978 233 26.0 20.6 25.6 28.9 223 11.8 10.7 12,6 9.6 9.6 9.7
1979 23.1 258 20.5 255 284 22.6 124 13.2 11.8 7.3 7.9 6.8
1980 225 24.0 21.0 25.0 26.8 23.2 11.6 10.5 124 7.7 8.4 6.9
1981 213 23.1 19.6 23.6 255 21.7 11.6 12.1 11.1 7.5 8.6 6.5
1982 21.7 233 20.2 238 25.7 21.9 12,6 11.7 134 9.7 10.7 8.7
1983 225 239 211 24.5 26.2 22.7 129 13.1 12.7 104 9.6 11.1

1984 21.9 23.2 20.7 241 255 22.7 11.7 129 10.6 10.6 9.6 11.6
1985 22.2 23.1 213 244 255 233 11.6 10.3 12,6 11.1 10.9 11.2
1986 224 229 21.9 25.2 258 24.5 11.8 10.3 13.1 9.0 8.9 9.1

1987 22.0 223 21.7 24.6 24.9 24.4 11.5 11.8 11.2 8.7 9.2 8.2
1988 22.7 234 21.9 25.1 25.7 24.5 12.0 124 11.7 11.3 11.9 10.6
1989 234 239 229 26.3 26.9 258 12,6 12.1 13.1 10.1 9.6 10.6
1990 23.2 23.7 22.8 26.4 26.6 26.2 134 15.1 11.9 8.1 7.3 9.1

1991 23.2 23.0 234 26.7 26.5 26.9 11.0 11.5 10.5 9.2 8.1 104
1992 23.6 23.2 24.0 27.2 26.6 27.7 11.0 11.7 10.5 9.5 8.8 10.3
1993 23.7 234 239 27.2 27.2 27.1 133 12.5 139 8.3 7.1 9.8
1994 233 225 24.0 27.1 26.8 27.4 13.6 11.6 15.2 8.0 6.6 9.8
1995 24.7 24.5 24.9 28.8 284 29.2 154 17.4 13.7 8.9 7.8 10.1

1996 27.1 26.1 28.2 31.6 30.9 323 14.6 12.2 16.6 10.0 10.2 9.8
1997 27.8 26.3 29.3 326 31.2 34.1 14.2 11.8 16.3 11.0 9.6 12.7
1998 27.3 25.6 29.0 323 30.5 34.2 15.8 14.3 17.0 104 9.5 11.3
1999 28.2 26.8 29.5 33.6 32.0 35.1 15.0 13.1 16.5 8.9 7.5 104
2000 29.1 27.9 30.1 34.0 323 358 17.8 184 17.4 9.7 8.3 11.0
2001 28.6 26.2 311 33.0 29.7 36.3 17.8 17.9 17.8 11.1 9.1 133
2002 29.3 26.9 31.8 359 326 39.2 18.0 17.9 18.1 8.9 8.3 9.7
2003 284 26.0 30.9 34.2 314 371 17.5 17.7 17.4 10.0 8.4 12.0
2004 28.7 26.1 314 34.5 314 375 171 135 20.0 10.9 9.6 124
2005 28.6 253 32.0 34.1 30.4 378 17.5 14.3 20.3 11.2 10.2 124
2006 284 253 31.6 343 314 37.2 18.7 15.2 21.7 9.5 6.9 12.8

!Interpret data with caution (estimates are unstable).

'Included in the totals but not shown separately are estimates for those from other racial/ethnic categories.

NOTE: The Current Population Survey (CPS) questions used to obtain educational attainment were changed in 1992. In 1994, the survey instrument for the CPS was changed and weights were adjusted.
See supplemental note 2.Some estimates are revised from previous publications. Race categories exclude persons of Hispanic ethnicity.

SOURCE:U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), March and Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 1971-2006.
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Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables Indicator 27

Educational Attainment

Table S27-1.  Standard errors for the percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who completed high school, by race/ethnicity and sex: March 1971-2006

Total White Black Hispanic
Year Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male  Female
1971 0.48 0.67 0.69 0.49 0.67 0.71 1.88 2.78 2.54 4.20 6.21 5.70
1972 0.45 0.64 0.64 0.46 0.64 0.66 1.82 2.76 242 4.25 6.22 5.81
1973 0.44 0.62 0.62 0.44 0.62 0.63 1.76 2.63 2.36 2.89 4.24 3.94
1974 0.42 0.58 0.60 0.42 0.59 0.60 1.67 243 2.29 2.78 4.03 3.84
1975 0.40 0.55 0.57 0.40 0.54 0.58 1.59 235 2.16 2.77 3.99 3.86
1976 0.37 0.51 0.54 0.37 0.50 0.55 1.51 231 2.00 2.79 4.07 3.82
1977 0.36 0.50 0.52 0.36 0.50 0.52 1.44 2.06 2.00 2.78 4.00 3.84
1978 0.36 0.50 0.52 0.36 0.51 0.52 1.37 2.02 1.87 2.59 3.72 3.61
1979 0.36 0.50 0.51 0.35 0.48 0.51 1.41 2.13 1.87 261 3.81 3.57
1980 0.34 0.49 0.48 0.34 0.48 0.48 1.29 1.97 1.71 241 345 3.38
1981 0.33 0.47 0.47 0.33 0.47 0.46 1.25 1.82 1.72 231 3.36 3.18
1982 0.35 0.49 0.49 0.35 0.50 0.50 1.22 1.83 1.64 2.36 343 3.26
1983 0.35 0.49 0.49 0.35 0.49 0.49 1.24 1.84 1.67 240 344 3.36
1984 0.34 0.49 0.48 0.34 0.48 0.49 1.23 1.90 1.59 233 3.36 3.23
1985 0.34 0.49 0.47 0.34 0.49 0.48 1.18 1.75 1.61 1.81 2.62 248
1986 0.34 0.48 0.47 0.34 0.50 0.47 1.10 1.49 1.59 1.73 244 244
1987 0.34 0.49 0.47 0.34 0.50 0.48 1.10 1.59 1.52 1.70 2.39 240
1988 0.34 0.50 0.46 0.34 0.51 0.46 1.16 1.72 1.58 1.63 2.29 232
1989 0.38 0.55 0.51 0.38 0.57 0.51 1.22 1.87 1.61 1.79 247 2.59
1990 0.36 0.52 0.48 0.35 0.53 0.46 1.18 1.75 1.59 1.67 232 240
1991 0.36 0.52 0.51 0.36 0.53 0.50 117 1.65 1.66 1.69 2.34 245
1992 0.36 0.51 0.50 0.36 0.51 0.49 1.21 1.71 1.71 1.67 2.27 244
1993 0.36 0.52 0.50 0.35 0.52 0.48 117 1.64 1.66 1.64 2.25 2.39
1994 0.37 0.54 0.49 0.36 0.54 0.48 1.13 1.75 1.48 1.51 2.05 222
1995 0.36 0.52 0.50 0.34 0.49 0.46 1.05 1.46 1.48 1.09 1.51 1.56
1996 0.37 0.53 0.51 0.35 0.51 0.48 1.13 1.58 1.59 1.56 2.10 234
1997 0.37 0.55 0.49 0.35 0.53 0.45 1.10 1.69 1.44 1.51 2.08 2.19
1998 0.36 0.54 0.48 0.34 0.51 0.44 1.05 1.54 1.42 1.50 2.07 2.16
1999 0.37 0.56 0.49 0.35 0.54 0.46 1.03 1.58 1.35 1.53 2.18 2.13
2000 0.37 0.55 0.49 0.33 0.51 0.43 1.13 1.67 1.54 1.49 2.14 2.06
2001 0.27 0.40 0.37 0.26 0.37 0.35 0.79 117 1.08 1.07 1.52 1.49
2002 0.28 0.41 0.37 0.26 0.40 0.35 0.80 1.27 1.02 0.95 1.30 1.39
2003 0.27 0.41 0.37 0.25 0.38 0.33 0.78 1.21 1.01 0.92 1.25 1.35
2004 0.27 0.40 0.37 0.26 0.39 0.33 0.76 1.01 1.10 0.75 1.03 1.10
2005 0.27 0.40 0.37 0.26 0.40 0.35 0.79 1.18 1.06 0.74 0.99 1.10
2006 0.27 0.39 0.35 0.25 0.38 0.32 0.79 1.24 1.02 0.72 0.98 1.06

NOTE: Some standard errors are revised from previous publications.
SOURCE:U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), March and Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 1971-2006.
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Indicator 27 Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables

Educational Attainment

Table $27-2.  Standard errors for the percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who completed at least some college, by race/ethnicity and sex: March 1971-2006

Total White Black Hispanic
Year Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male  Female
1971 0.55 0.80 0.74 0.61 0.88 0.83 1.47 2.09 2.06 2.98 4.94 3.51
1972 0.54 0.79 0.73 0.60 0.86 0.82 1.56 2.25 2.15 3.06 4.72 3.97
1973 0.53 0.77 0.71 0.59 0.85 0.81 1.51 2.23 2.04 2.15 349 2.60
1974 0.53 0.77 0.72 0.59 0.84 0.82 1.54 237 2.02 2.28 3.50 297
1975 0.52 0.75 0.71 0.58 0.83 0.80 1.57 240 2.06 2.30 3.51 2.95
1976 0.51 0.74 0.70 0.57 0.80 0.79 1.54 237 2.02 2.31 3.54 3.00
1977 0.51 0.73 0.71 0.57 0.80 0.79 1.53 234 2.01 240 3.64 3.17
1978 0.51 0.73 0.71 0.57 0.80 0.80 1.56 2.36 2.08 2.25 3.37 3.00
1979 0.50 0.72 0.70 0.56 0.79 0.79 1.50 222 2.02 2.28 345 3.02
1980 0.49 0.69 0.68 0.55 0.77 0.77 1.43 2.12 1.94 2.06 3.05 2.77
1981 0.48 0.68 0.67 0.54 0.77 0.76 1.41 2.11 1.90 2.00 295 2.73
1982 0.50 0.71 0.70 0.56 0.80 0.80 1.51 2.25 2.03 2.07 3.02 2.84
1983 0.49 0.70 0.69 0.56 0.79 0.79 1.44 2.13 1.96 2.11 2.96 3.01
1984 0.49 0.69 0.69 0.56 0.78 0.79 1.41 2.06 1.94 2.09 3.01 291
1985 0.49 0.70 0.69 0.56 0.79 0.79 1.42 2.10 1.93 1.64 2.36 2.28
1986 0.48 0.69 0.68 0.56 0.79 0.79 1.43 2.09 1.95 1.53 2.14 2.18
1987 0.48 0.69 0.68 0.56 0.79 0.79 1.42 2.05 1.95 1.53 2.16 2.17
1988 0.48 0.69 0.68 0.56 0.80 0.79 1.39 2.07 1.87 1.51 2.06 222
1989 0.53 0.75 0.74 0.62 0.87 0.87 1.52 2.24 2.08 1.63 2.26 235
1990 0.51 0.72 0.71 0.59 0.84 0.84 1.46 2.15 2.00 1.43 1.96 2.09
1991 0.51 0.72 0.72 0.60 0.85 0.85 1.45 2.08 2.02 1.46 1.99 2.14
1992 0.52 0.74 0.74 0.61 0.87 0.86 1.48 2.16 2.04 1.54 2.08 2.30
1993 0.53 0.75 0.75 0.62 0.88 0.87 1.52 2.21 2.09 1.54 2.03 2.34
1994 0.53 0.75 0.74 0.63 0.90 0.88 1.53 2.27 2.07 1.43 1.87 2.19
1995 0.53 0.75 0.75 0.63 0.89 0.88 1.54 2.27 2.08 0.99 1.35 1.47
1996 0.55 0.78 0.77 0.65 0.93 0.91 1.62 242 2.19 1.48 1.92 231
1997 0.55 0.78 0.77 0.65 0.93 0.91 1.63 240 2.20 1.47 1.95 2.20
1998 0.55 0.79 0.77 0.66 0.95 0.91 1.62 240 2.20 1.45 1.92 2.20
1999 0.56 0.80 0.77 0.67 0.96 0.92 1.63 244 2.16 1.46 1.97 2.15
2000 0.56 0.81 0.78 0.68 0.98 0.93 1.67 2.53 222 1.45 1.98 2.10
2001 0.41 0.58 0.56 0.49 0.71 0.67 1.18 1.76 1.59 1.04 1.39 1.53
2002 0.40 0.57 0.56 0.49 0.71 0.67 1.21 1.83 1.62 0.91 1.20 1.38
2003 0.40 0.57 0.55 0.49 0.72 0.68 1.22 1.82 1.64 0.87 1.14 1.34
2004 0.39 0.56 0.55 0.49 0.71 0.68 1.20 1.79 1.61 0.73 0.94 1.12
2005 0.39 0.55 0.54 0.49 0.71 0.67 1.17 1.71 1.59 0.72 0.96 1.08
2006 0.38 0.54 0.53 0.47 0.69 0.65 1.15 1.69 1.56 0.70 0.91 1.08

NOTE: Some standard errors are revised from previous publications.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), March and Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 1971—2006.
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Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables Indicator 27

Educational Attainment

Table $27-3.  Standard errors for the percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds with a bachelor’s degree or higher, by race/ethnicity and sex: March 1971-2006

Total White Black Hispanic
Year Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male  Female
1971 0.43 0.66 0.56 0.49 0.75 0.64 0.96 1.43 1.29 1.85 3.38 1.81
1972 0.44 0.66 0.58 0.50 0.74 0.66 1.05 1.46 1.49 1.61 2.59 2.01
1973 0.43 0.64 0.57 0.49 0.73 0.65 1.00 1.40 1.41 1.34 2.13 1.69
1974 0.44 0.66 0.58 0.50 0.75 0.67 0.97 1.52 1.25 1.27 1.75 1.83
1975 0.44 0.65 0.58 0.50 0.74 0.66 1.07 1.65 1.41 1.57 244 2.01
1976 0.44 0.66 0.58 0.50 0.74 0.66 1.16 1.69 1.59 1.47 2.50 1.65
1977 0.44 0.65 0.59 0.50 0.73 0.68 1.10 1.65 1.47 1.41 2.11 1.88
1978 0.43 0.64 0.58 0.50 0.73 0.67 1.06 1.53 1.46 1.54 2.22 2.15
1979 0.43 0.63 0.57 0.49 0.72 0.66 1.07 1.64 1.40 137 2.07 1.82
1980 0.41 0.59 0.56 0.47 0.69 0.65 0.98 1.39 1.36 1.30 1.94 1.74
1981 0.40 0.58 0.54 0.46 0.67 0.63 0.96 1.45 1.28 1.24 1.92 1.61
1982 0.42 0.61 0.57 0.48 0.70 0.66 1.04 1.49 1.44 1.43 2.17 1.89
1983 0.42 0.60 0.57 0.48 0.70 0.67 1.03 1.53 1.39 1.49 2.05 2.14
1984 0.41 0.59 0.56 0.48 0.69 0.66 0.97 1.49 1.26 1.46 2.00 2.11
1985 0.41 0.59 0.57 0.48 0.69 0.67 0.96 1.35 1.35 1.16 1.66 1.62
1986 0.41 0.58 0.57 0.49 0.69 0.68 0.96 1.32 1.37 1.01 1.41 1.43
1987 0.40 0.58 0.56 0.48 0.69 0.68 0.94 1.42 1.27 0.98 1.40 1.35
1988 0.41 0.59 0.57 0.49 0.70 0.69 0.96 1.43 1.29 1.07 1.51 1.50
1989 0.45 0.64 0.63 0.55 0.78 0.77 1.07 1.54 1.47 1.10 1.50 1.63
1990 0.43 0.61 0.60 0.52 0.74 0.74 1.04 1.61 1.34 0.93 1.22 1.41
1991 0.43 0.61 0.61 0.53 0.75 0.75 0.95 1.42 1.27 0.99 1.29 1.51
1992 0.44 0.62 0.63 0.54 0.77 0.77 0.97 1.46 1.29 1.00 1.32 1.52
1993 0.45 0.63 0.64 0.56 0.79 0.78 1.05 1.51 1.46 0.93 117 1.48
1994 0.45 0.63 0.64 0.56 0.80 0.80 1.06 1.48 1.50 0.84 1.03 1.37
1995 0.46 0.65 0.65 0.58 0.81 0.82 1.1 1.73 1.44 0.63 0.81 0.96
1996 0.49 0.69 0.70 0.62 0.88 0.88 1.15 1.59 1.63 0.96 1.30 1.44
1997 0.50 0.69 0.71 0.64 0.89 0.91 1.14 1.56 1.63 0.97 1.25 1.53
1998 0.50 0.69 0.72 0.64 0.90 0.92 1.18 1.68 1.65 0.95 1.24 1.45
1999 0.51 0.71 0.72 0.66 0.92 0.94 1.16 1.65 1.62 0.90 1.16 1.37
2000 0.52 0.73 0.73 0.67 0.94 0.96 1.28 1.96 1.69 0.91 1.20 1.37
2001 0.37 0.51 0.54 0.48 0.67 0.70 0.91 1.36 1.22 0.70 0.89 1.08
2002 0.37 0.51 0.53 0.50 0.69 0.71 0.94 1.40 1.26 0.56 0.73 0.86
2003 0.36 0.50 0.53 0.49 0.68 0.71 0.93 1.39 1.25 0.57 0.71 0.91
2004 0.36 0.49 0.52 0.49 0.68 0.70 0.90 1.23 1.29 0.48 0.62 0.76
2005 0.36 0.48 0.52 0.48 0.66 0.70 0.89 1.21 1.28 0.48 0.62 0.75
2006 0.35 0.47 0.51 0.48 0.66 0.69 0.90 1.22 1.29 0.44 0.51 0.75

NOTE: Some standard errors are revised from previous publications.
SOURCE:U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), March and Annual Social and Economic Supplement, 1971-2006.
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